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1 INTRODUCTION 

Opening of the Meeting 

1.1 The Fifth Consultative Meeting of Contracting Parties to the Convention 

on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Othor Matter, 

convened in accordance with Article XIV(3)(a) of the Convention, was held at 

IMCO Headquarters, London, from 22 to 25 September 1980. 

1.2 The Meeting was attended by delegations from the following Contracting 

Parties to the Conventi•n: 

ARGENTINA 
CAiiADA 
CHILE 
CtraA 
DENMARK 
FRANCE 
GERMANY, F.EDERAL BEPUBLIC OF 
ICELAND 
MEXICO 
MOROCCO 
NETHERLANDS 
NIGERI/l 

NO~AY 
PANAMA 
POLAND 
PORTUGAL 
SOUTH AFRICA 
SP.Am 
SWEDEN 
SWITZERLAND 
USSR 
UNITED KINGDOM 
UNITED STATES 

by observers from the following Statea, not being Contracting Parties to 

the Convention: 

AUSTRALIA 
:BRAZIL 
IRELAND 

IT.ALY 
JAPAN 

by observers from the following United Nations organizations: 

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP) 
UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (UNIDO) 
INTEBNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA) 

and by observers from the following inter-goven'llllental. and non-governmental 

organizations: 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE EXPLORATION OF THE SEA (ICES) 
OSLO COMMISSION 
PARIS COMMISSION 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PORTS AND HARBORS (IAPH) 

1. 3 At the opening of the Meeting, Prof' .Dr. A. Engst~m (Sweden) was unanimously 

elected Chaiman, Mr. G.L • . Holland (Canada) and Dr. F.S. Terziev (USSR) were 

unanimously elected First Vice-Chairman and Second Vice-Chairman, respectively. 

1.4 When opening the Meeting, the Secretary-General of IMCO summarized the 

principal activities in the field of marine pollution in which IMCO had been 

involved since the Fourth Consultative Meeting, referring also to the work of 

other intemational organizations of interest to the Meeting, whioh had taken 
place during the intersessional period. He also drew attention to the World 

Maritime Day which was celebrated by IMCO and the world maritime community. 
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Tho thome :for tho World Mari time Do.y this year, MARITIME TRt,DrrNG 

FOR SAFER SHIPPING lJID CLEANER OCEANS, had been chosen to highlight the 

importance to the shipping industry of the development of high standards of 

maritime training. 

Adoption of the .Agenda 

1.5 The Agenda for the Meet~ng, as adopted, is shown in Annex 1. Thia includes, 

under each item, a list of documents which were considered. 

Observer status of international organizations 

1.6 The Meeting considered the list 0£ inter-governmental and non-governmental 

international organizationa which the Second Consultative Meeting had agreed to 

invite to Consultative Meetings ·as observers (LDC V/1/2, .Annex 2). The Meeting 

agreed that a revised list sh9uld be prepared intersessionally by the Chai.man ) 

and Vice-Chairmen, taking into account Rules 3(d) and (e) of the Rules of 

Procedure (LDC I/16, Annex J;I). The.Secretary-General was requested to 

circulate that list in time for the Sixth Consultative Meeting for consideration 

and approval and to invite international organizations to the Sixth Consultative 

Meeting in accordance with the provisional revised list. 

1.7 The Consultative Meeting noted the application for observership statue by 

Greenpeace International, and decided that the Chairman ruid Vice-Chainnen should 

consider this particular application in the preparation of the revised list, 

taking into account comments made by delegations during the Fifth Consultative 

Meeting on this subject. 

2 STATUS OF TEE LONDON DUMPING CONVENTION 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the Report of the Secretary-General on tho current 

status of the London Dumping Convention and the progress being made in the 

acceptances of the 1978 Amendments thereto (LDC V/2) and noted. that as at 

1 September 1980 forty-four governments had ratified or acceded to the Convention. 

The Meeting noted that, as requested by the Fourth Consultative Meeting, the 

Secretary-General had written to govi:rnments whfoh M.d not yet ratified -or 

acceded to the Convention, •inviting them to do so as soon as possible ( Circular 

letter No.7O7 of 12 February 1980). The Meeting welcomed this info:rmation and 

requested the Secretar;y:-General to continue to urge all States which have not 

yet done so to ratify or accede to the Convention as soon as possible. 

2.2 The Meeting noted with satisfacti,.,n the statement made-by the observer from 

Japan that the instrument of ratificatiQn of the. London Dumping Cohvention had 

been approved by the Diet and.that it is expected to be deposited in October 1980. 



) 

- 5 - LDC V/12 

PROCEDURES FOR THE CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF il.MElNll'iENTS 
TO THE LONDON DUMPING CONVENTION 

3.~ The Government of Chile ha.d proposed an amendment to Article XV of the 

Convention (LDC V/3) establishing a. minimum period for the circulation of 

proposed amendments to Contracting Parties prior to the consideration of 

amendments at a consultative or special meeting. Several delegations supported 

the proposal, emphasizing that the circulation of proposed amendments to 

Contracting Parties well .in advance of a consultative or special meeting would 

enable them to give thorough con~ideration to such proposed amendments within 

their Administrations. Other delegations, whilst express!~ support with the 

proposal submitted by Chile, preferred an amendment to the Rules of Procedure 

in this respect in the first instance to avoid procedural delays that might be 

entailed in an amendment to the Convention. 

3.2 The Meeting finally agreed that procedures for circulation of proposed 

amendments should initially be adopted by a resolution and incorporated in an 

amendment to the Convention in due course. The Resolution LDC Res.9(v) on 

Procedures for the Circulation of Proposed 1.mendments to the London Dumping 

Convention as adopted by the Meeting is set out in Annex 2. 

3.3 With reference to the suggestions made at the Fourth Consultative Meeting 

on a procedure for the preparation, review and adoption of amendments to the 

Annexes to the Convention (LDC IV/12, paragraph 3.19) the delegation o! the 

Federal Republic of Germany had submitted a document (LDC V/3/1) proposing t~t 

amendments to the .Annexes of the Convention should not be adopted unless new 

scientific findings had been made or a new chemical compound had been discovered. 

) 3.4 The Meeting a.:fter considering comments made by several delegations adopted 

Resolution LDC Res.lO(V) on the Procedure for Preparation and Consideration of 

Amendments to Annexes to the London Dumping Convention set out in Annex 3. 

4 REPORT OF THE .AD HOC SCIENTIFIC GROUP ON DUMPING 

4.l The Chai:rman of' the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping, Mr. T.A. Westler · 

(United States) introduced the report of the Group (LDC v/4). The Meeting 

approved the report in general and took the following action in relation to the 

matters considered under this agenda item. 

Review of .Annexes I and II to the London Dumping Convention 

4.2 With regard to the inclusion of lead and lead compounds in Annex I to the 

Convention the Meeting noted that the Ad Hoc Group had not reached consensus on 

that question and that seve:ral delegations had preferred to delay the 

consideration until further discussions had been held within their national 

institutions. 
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4.3 Several delegations supported the proposal that lead and lead compounds 

should be included in .Annex I to the Convention, A number of delegations, 

however, pointed out that discussions were still going on within their national. 

institutions and that the outcome of these considerations· should be awaited 

before taking any further action. Some delegations stressed that the 

quantities introduced into the marine environment by dumping were small in 

relation to other sources and that the problem should be regarded as pa.rt of 

the prevention and control of pollution of the whole environment. The 

United Kingdom delegation pointed out in this respect that it was important to 

continue to review the evidence on lead objectively and not to take decisions 

based more on concern about other parts of the environment. 

4.4 The Canadian delegation indicated that it wouil.d submit further background 

material in support of the proposal to include lead and lead compounds in ) 

Annex I for consideration at the next meeting of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group. 

It also expressed the hope that other countries "'10uld also submit the outcome 

of their considerations to the Ad Hoc Scientific Group, The Netherlands 

delegation proposed that Contracting Parties in their submission should include 

a description of steps taken by national authorities for reducing the 

introduction of lead .. and lead compounds in the whole environment. 

4, 5 The Meeting agreed that the Ad Hoc Group shoulc. further study the 

scientific background material which would hopefully be submitted by Contracting 

Parties and that this item should be considered with high priority, taking into 

account the concern expressed by several Contracting Parties at this Meeting. 

The Meeting agreed i'urthor·to include lead and lead compounds in the "list of 

hazardous substances" referred to in paragraph 4.7 below. 

4,6 The Meeting further noted that the Group had considered the General 

Guidelines for Classification of Substonces to J\nnexes I and II to the London 

Dumping Convention (LDC IV/12, Annex 2) and had concluded that these were 

consistent with the principles developed on this matter by the Oslo Cormnission. 

It was re-emphasized that, at this stage, the guidelines should not be applied 

rigidly and that other criteria :ma;y be relevant under certain oi~cumstances. 

4,7 The Meeting considered a Procedure and Method of Approach for Developing 

and Maintaining a List of Hazardous Substances or Groups of Substances, 

prepared by the Ad Hoc Scientific Group (LDC V/4, l.nnex'3). The Meeting 

adopted, with a minor amendment, these procedural guidelines set out in Annex 4. 

4,8 In this_ connexion the Meeting a.greed that the Ad Hoc Group, when considering 

the inclusion of substances in the "list of hazardous substancee11
, should take 
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into account whether these substances were being dumped at sea or were likely 

to be disposed of at sea in the future. It was, however, emphasized that 

this should not prevent the Ad Hoc Group from generally discus sing in £u.tu:r.e 

the environmental hazams 0£ substances contained in wastes, in particular with 
rega:rd to new industrial processes. 

4.9 The USSR delegation emphasized that the inclusion of specific substances 

(e.g. DM, PCBs) in the "list 0£ hazardous subste.nces" would not automatically 

mean their exclusion from Jmnexes I and II in which they are presently listed 

under broadly defined groups, such as organohalogens or pesticides. That 

delegation stressed that the dumping of wastes containing DD!' and PCBs must 

be prohibited in all cases. 

4.10 It was agreed tha·c the Ad Hoc Group can only recoiimlend to the Consultative 

Meeting that particular substances be placed on the "list of hazardous 

substances". The final determination as to whether or not a substance is to 

be placed on the "list of hazardous aubst~ces" must be made by the Consultative 

Meeting. It was also a.greed that the Consultative Meeting may, on its own 

initiative, place substances on the list and direct the Ad Hoc Group to collect 

and evaluate pertinent information and to make a recommendation regarding such 

substances to the Consultative Meeting. 

Review of .Annex III to the Convention 

4.11 The Meeting noted that the scientific background material supporting 

several proposals for the amendment of f .. nnex III to the Convention was being 

incorporated in a comprehensive document which was currently being prepared 

by Australia for consideration at the next meeting 0£ the Ad Hoc .Group, 

) Several delegations indicated that they would submit additional material and 
comments in due ·l;ime. Some delegations expressed the view that "Guidelines 

for interpretation of Annex III to the Convention" would provide more 

flexibility and should therefore be preferred to the amendment to the present 

text of Annex III. The Meeting agreed to defer any discussion on this 

matter until a recommendation was tabled by the .Ad Hoc Group. 

Procedure for determining emergency situations 

4.12 The Meeting took note that the Ad Hoc Grou:p had generally agreed that the 

"Prior Consultation Procedure" of the Oslo Commission could be acceptable 

within the framework of the London Dumping Convention, provided that it was 

consistent with the requirements of the procedures developed by the First 

Conmutative Meeting (LDC I/16, Annex III), and th:at in each case the 

Secretariat of the London Dumping Convention should be informed immediately 
of any emergency situation. 
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4,13 The Meeting also noted an -emendment to the "Interim Procedures and 

Criterin for Determining Emergenoy Situations!' -(LDC I/16, /umex III) prepared 

by the Secretariat in co-operation with the Secretariat of the Oslo .. 

Commission ·(LDC v/4/1). 

4,14 The Secretary of the Oslo Commission summarized the proceedings of the 

Oelo Commission, Prior consultation procedure under the Oslo Commission 

includes the following·steps: 

,l the Contracting Party envisaging emergency dumping sends full details 

?f the proposal to the Osio Commission Secretariat for circulation 

among Commission members and to the Secretariat of the London 

Dumping Convention; 

,2 the members of the Oslo Commission have one month within which to 

object to the proposed dumping; 

,3 i! no objections are received_, the Contracting Party concerned m~ 

proceed with the emergency dumping; 

,4 if objections are made which a.re not resolved bilaterally, the 

proposal must be discussed at a subsequent meeting of the Commission. 

4,15 The Meeting adopted the proposed amendJ::lent to the "Interim Procedures 

and Criteria for Determining Emergency Situations" which is reproduced as 

amended _in Annex 5, The observer from the Oslo Commission indicated that 

consequential ame~dments have been ma.de to the Prior Consultation Procedure 

under the Oslo Convention. 

4,16 The Meeting requested Contracting Parties which have not yet done ·so to 

submit to the Secretariat addresses of "focal points11 for all communications 

related to emergency situations, The Secretariat would then prepare and 

maintain a list of such focal points• 

Review ·of monitoring activities carried out by national and international 
institutions for the pu;rposes of the London Dumping Convention 

4.17 The Meeting approved the definition .of 11nonit'oring the conditions of the 

seas for the purposes of this Convention" (Article VI(l)(d)) prepl3XeA J>y th,e. 

Ad Hoc Group in order to facilitate co-operation with other organizations in 

this field, and the selection of reports _and studies on monitoring for 

circulatio!) to Contracting Parties, ns follows: 

"Monitoring is the assessment of changes in the marine environment caused 

by dumping operations. This comprises two components: 

) 
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.1 Moni taring for the :purposes of surveillance of the nw . .:-ine environment 

is meant as the assessment of the spatial and temporal changes in the 

distribution, fates and effects of contaminants introduced by speci£ic 
dumping operations; and 

.2 Monitoring as pa.rt of scieDtific investigation and research progTammes 

is aimed at increasing lmowledge of the processes that control the 

transport, fates £ind effects 9f.contaminants released to the marine 
environment through dumpitig." . 

4.18 The Meeting approved the proposal of the Ad Hoo Group that Contracting 

Parties should submit summaries of the results of their monitoring programmes 

in time for consideration by the Ad Hoc Scientific Group at its next session. 

The Secretariat was reg_ueoted to ,-rrite to all Contracting Parties urging them 

) to submit this infomation. 

Develonrnont of guidelines on monitorjng 

4,19 Tl1e Meeting expressed appreciation for the initiative taken by Canada 

and the United ~tates to develop guidelines for oonitoring, should requests 

received by the Secretariet for such information indicate that the development 

of such guidelines is. needed. The delegations of Ca.11ada and the United States 

prepared . a working paper of guicl.,nce incorporating the requirements of such 

requests as had bem received by the Secretariat (LDC V/vlP.4). 

4.20 In considering this working paper the Meeting noted that the only request 

received up to this time dealt with the selection of ocean dumping sites rather 

th£m the monitoring of impacts at sites presently being used (LDC V/9/2/ls.dd.l.), 

In light of' this the Meeting agreed that the preparation of mo11itoring 

guidelines was premat'UX'e, and that consideraiion of the need for such guidelines 
should be deferred. 

Adequacy of reports on determining compliance-with the Convention 

4. 21 The i.'lleeting, while noting the doubts expressed by the .Ad Hoc Group a.s to 

the adequacy of the reports prep~ed by the Secretariat for detemining 

compliance with the Conyention, accepted that they were fully consistent with 

the _reporting forma.ta agreed upon at the First Consultative Meeting and that 

the development of a fuller report ,by the Secretariat would be an increased 

administrative burden. The USSR delegation pointed out the need for more 

exact co-ordinates of dUI!lping sites in the Secretariat's reports. It was also 

suggested that the Ad Hoc Group consider the desirability of an. expanded. 

reporting.format for individual permits. The United States delegation offered 

to provide examples of such a format for the use of the Ad Hoc Group at its 
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next intersessiona.l meeting, ?Jld invited other delegations to provide the 

Ad Hoc Group with other. examples. 

4.22 The Meeting a.cc~pted the recommendation of the Group that the Secretariat 

should prepare a composite report on dUI!lping covering the first five years the 

Convention has been in force. 

Information on new technologies 

4,23 The Meeting approved .the recomendation of the Ad Hoc Group thut 

Contracting Parties should be requested to provide infomation on alternative 

land-based technologies for treatment of certain wastes now dumped at sea. The 

USSR delegation noted that information on radioactive waste dumping was directly 

available from the IAEA. 

Incineration .§;t SJ£~ 

4.24 The Meeting considered dr~ft p~0~osed additions to the Technical Guide­

lines Oi.'l Coni.rol of L:0ineratio11 uf \rJastes and Other Matte~ at Sea (LDC IV/12, 

linnex 8), prepared by the Ad R:)C Group, together with additional background 

information in LDC IV/ 4/2, In this cor.ne:xion the Meeting was alao informed of 

the concern expressed by the Governing Couucil of ID1EP at its eighth session 

(LDC v/4/2/Add.l) on the export and disposal of hazerdous· chemical wastes. 

4.25 The Meeting, e.fter an exchange of preliminary views, referred the draft 

additions to a group of e:iq>erts for further consideration. 

4. 26 The Chairman o:f the drafting group subsequently reported the outcome of 

the group 1s consideration to the Ueeting, The Meeting, ta.king.into account the 

additions proposed by that group, adopted two additions to tho Technical Guide­

lines shown in Annex 6~ The Secretariat was requested to insert theae in ·the 

Technical Guidelines. With regard to the probleI!lS related to the export of 

wastes frol!l Contracting Parties for the pui"!)ose of incineration at sea to 

non-Contracting Parties,.the Meeting.adopted Resolution LDC Res.ll(V) on the 

Export of ~astes for Incineration at Sea as set out at linnex 7. 

4.27 Regarding the question of effective application of the Convention in cases 

where permits may have been issued by more than one Contracting Party for a 

single dumping or incineration operation (i.e. for po.rt of an incineration 

vessel·l0ad), the Meeting agreed that enforcement and punishment would be 

natters to be dealt with according to respective national legal systems in the 

context of violations of the conditions under which a national pemit was issued. 

However, with regard to operations involving a non-Contracting Party for which 

no permit is issued, it was accepted that there were no neans of securing 

) 
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compliance with the Convention since tho Convention was not applicable. 

Nevertheless it was agreed that all·CQntracting Parties should implel!lent their 

general obligations un4er. the Convention in such casea and seek to promote 

.· effective control o:f dumping mid incineration by I.leans of appropriate bilateral, 

multilateral or regional arrangements whore praoti-cable .. 

5 CONSIDEPJ...TIOM OF .AMElNDME?•i'TS OF. liNNEXES TO THE LONDON DUMPDTG CONVnJTIOM 

5.1 The Meeting considered a proposed amendI:lent to paragraph 5 or 11.nnex I and 

an addition or a new paragraph. F to l~ex II of the London Dullping Convention 

(LDC V/5) which wero agreed in principle at the Fourth Consultative M'?eting and 
circulated by the Secretary-General to Cont~actL~g Pc.rties by LDC.2/Ciro.46. 

· 5.2 The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germai-iy was not in a position to 

) adopt these amendments from an adminiatrative point of view, but stated th<"i.t 

according to the strict obligations of its national law, it would fulfill the 

new requirements on 1?- voluntary basis. 

5.3 The French.delegation drew attention to the problems .w}J.ich .could arise in 

coimexion with the· proposed addition of paragraph F to .Annex II and in 

pa.rtioula.r · the mee.ning of "which a.re liable to seriously reduce aoemi ties". 

5.4 The Netherlands delegation I:13.de the observation that the tam "refined 

petroleum pro<lucts" included for the oojor part volatile, non-persistent 

hydrocarbons which should be regerded as Annex II. substances • . Therefore, it 

preferred the existing wording of paragraph 5, Annex I. However, i£ there was 

a consensus on the p-raposed amendment the Nethelm-ids would not object to it. 

5.5 The observer from Japan raised a question on the interpretation of the 

) term "refined petroleum products" referred to · in proposed amendments to 

pars.graph 5 o:f .r.'tri.nex I which, irt tho vie,;. of the Japanese· Gove:r:ru:ient, would not 
include 11petrocheoica.ls11 • 

: 5.6 The Meeting ~pproved by consensus the proposed anendmonts and ~dopted 

Resolution LDC Res .12(V)° adopting these amendnents as set out at · l.nnex a. 

5.7 The USSR delegation suggested thn.t the Ad Hoc Scienti;ic Group should 

elaborate a list of subste.nces related to the nm, paragraph F to .Annex II, and 
to define quantitive criteria for the dunping of such· subs.ta.noes~ 

6 MATTERS BELATED TO THE DUMPING OF RADIO.ACTIVE WASTES J~T SM 

6.l The Secretaxiat reported (LDC y/6) on its-consultation with other 

orgsnizations during the intersessional period and provided to the Consultative 

Meeting documents recei¥ed in-response to the requests for information sent out 

by the Secretariat in accordance with a request made by the Fourth Consultative 
Meeting. 
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6. 2 The Meeting ndted in particulo.r that the OECD/llEA Advisor,y-- Meeting of 

Representatives froorMeI!lber· Countries Participc.ting in the lmA Multilateral 

Coneultation and Surveillnnce·t!echa:nism for Sea Dunping of·Ra.dioactive Waate 

(l-1:ay 1980) hed considered-the requests of Contracting Po.rties: to the London 

Dumping Convention for r:iore information which should be made available by 

OECD/lmll. on dumping .operations (LDC V/6/A.dd.1). The .idv.isory Ilieeting had 

e:>..-pressed the view that these requests would require a revision of the lmt.. 

Mul tilat~ral Consul tat.ion Mechanism. The I>leeting was· further informed that the 

Steering Committee for Nuclear Energy will have to decide on this matter at its 
-· . . 

next session in October 1980. 

6.3 With regard to the OECD/NEA meeting of a group of experts on nonitoring 

and research p:?:ogramraes relating to dumping of ra.clioactive wastes (LDC V/6, 

par~aph 2. 3) , · the delegation of the United KingdoIJ added that followilJg the 

OECD,/NEA meeting of e:>~erts in Noveober 1979, the United Kingd.oiil had hosted f'.Il 

informal meeting of intemational experts at Lowestoft in March 1980 to develop 

the :moni taring prograJJille in greater detail; it now seet1ed likely that the llEA 

would be able to assume responsibility £or co-ordinating fu:t'ther work on the 

programne. The United States delegation ·stressed that the continuo~ use of 

the North-East Atlantic duoping ~ite should bo directly linked to th~ timely 

development and implementation of a site specific coni toring prog-..camme. 

6.4 The USSR delegation stated that it was in favour of complete prohibition 

of dumping of radioactive materials but recognized that at present such dUI!lping 

could not be avoided coraplotely. However, such dumping should be minimized so 

as to protect the marine environment and when dumping is carried out should 

comply with standards established by the Consultative Meetings and ~he IAF.A. ) 
The USSR supported the programt1e .which had been proposed by If.EA to f'urther 

improve the L'l.EA Revised Definition and RecoI:lI!lendations. 

6.5 Soveral delegations e:q>ressed their apprecia'.tiion for the work done by the 

Secretariat in soliciting coments and information from other organizations on 

matters relating to the disposal of re..dioactive wastes at sea under the London 

Dumping Convention. 

6.6 The United States delegation introduced a draft resolution (LDC Vjt:JP.1) 

which would request that the environmental assessment studies required by 

the~ Revised Definition and Recomoendations (D'll'CIRC/205/Add.l/Rev.l) to 

be incorporated in the notification procedure for each pe:rmit issued for the 

dumping of radioactive wastes. The United States delegation stated that it 

supported the IAEA1 s invitation to Il-100 to collaborate in the establishment of 
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on international register of :radioactive wastes· discharged to the onvironment 

(LDC v/INF.2, paragraphs• 4.2· and ·4}3}:and ·urgea the Meeting to accept IliEA's 

suggestion tnat the two organizations should wa!rk closely together in compiling 
such a register. · 

6.7 The United Kingd.oo delegation comt1.ented tha.~-~he Lon9-on Duoping Convention 

was only one of many intema~Ol'lal mechaniBI!lB ~ela.til-ig to the . diepose.l of 

radioactive wastes at sea. In particular tho OECD,INEA Multila.toral Consultation 

and Surveillance MechaniSLl for Sea Thmping of Radioactive Wastes applied very 

st~ict contro~s to the sea-dUI:lping.cf radioactive wastes. As a result of the 

most recept review.of the Atl~tic ~UIJping site carried out under the ~'1echanism 

last autumn it had been agreed t~a.t the site would be suitable for use £or a 

further five year period. A nUI!lber of Contracting Pa:rties to the London 

Dumping Convention had been represented in the expert group which had carried . . . 
out the revie~r and the groupi s report had now been published and had been 

circulated to· tho p~ticipants of this C'onsultative Meeting (LOO V/6/1). 

It was i.IJportant to recognize that the London Dumping Convention did not exist 

in a vacuum and also to avoid unnecessclrY duplication of the work of' other 

expert inter-governoental bodies. 

6.8 The Netherlands delegation supported the United Kingdom position. 

Several other delegations pointed out that the objective of the London Dutlping 

Convention is to protect the oarine enviroI'lI!lent and its living resources froo 
. . . 

pollution caused by dunping froo whatever source and the work carried out under 

the OECD/NEA Mechanis~ did not necessarily deal adequately with this 

· · consideration. The IliEA·had been entrusted with developing standards under 

which radioactive wastes nay be duoped and all dumping of radioactive wastes 

should confom with those standards in order to protect the marine environoent. 

6. 9 The observer froI:1 L\F.Jl. drew the attention of the Meeting to the 

reconmenda.tions of the IliEA that an international approach towards the dunping 

of radioactive wastes in the oceans should inoorpora.te progra::;ines directed 

towards selection of an appropriate dumpsite~ prelirJina:r.y oceanographic surveys 

from which a radiological assess~ent of the inpacts of' the disposal operations 

could be made and control of the actual dumping operations. He further noted 

that NEA. deals with the control of the aotuoJ. dumping operation, and.thnt there 

is a. need for soi:le international supervision on the other two aspects of 
concern to IAEL'.1.. 
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6.10 The United Kingdom delei38,te noted tha.1; -µie term "onvironnentru. 

assessoont".had not been·clearly.define~ iµ.r~~ to the dUIJping of 

radioactive wastes, and suggested that this•d~finition should be clarified 

before any da.ioion was to.ken on the United States proposal for modification of 

the notification procodures to include an environmental assessoent (LDC Vj\,TP.1), 

In this rage.rd the United Kingdom delegation suggested tha.t there should be a 

oeeting of scientific experts under the auspices of I.AEA, at which all 

Contracting Parties should have an opportunity to participate, to develop a 

more detailed understanding of what Dhould be included in the environoental 

assesSI:1ent to which the Il& reco!llCl.endations refer~·' · The Consultative Meeting 

should then consider what further·action might be taken based on the 

reco!llCl.endations· of this ~up of experts. 

6,11 It was recognized that a suitable time for such a neeting would be 

imoediately before or after an NEA. oeetJ.nc ip. Pa.ri~ on 20-23 Ocfuber 1980, 

although there could be adoinistrative difficulties in arranging this at such 

short 1;1otice, The I.AEA observer ~eed that I/I.EA would assUI!le a co-ordinating 
. . ' . ~ . .- . . . . . 

role in setting up suol:l a. o.eeting and would work wi :th both the NJ!Ui: and the 

II-IDO Secretariats in this regard. 

6.12 In the light of the above discusaiors,the Meeting defe~red consideration 

of the draft resolution pi--oposed by the United States (LDC V/WP.1) to the 

Sixth Consultative Meeting. The U_nited States delegation ~eod to subcit a 

paper• explaining further its views on this subject for conoideration at the . , 

Sixth Conaulta~ive I1eeting, 

7 PROCEDURES· FOR THE EFFECTIVE APPLICATIOll OF THE CO:NVENTION IN ACCORMNCE 
W;ITH 1JlTIC~ VII ( 3) ·oF: THE CONVENTIOH 

7.1 The Meeting continued its consideration on the draft Resolution on 

Procedures .fo~ the Effective Application of the London Dunping Convention 

proposed by Canada (LDC IV/7, LDC V/7)_. 

7.2 Tb.a Canad.inn.delegation sugges_t~d that i:.f the propos~ put .fo.~rard under 

iten 8 (see paragxaph 8.2 below) to have the Secretari~t prepare a study of the 

inplications for the London Duoping Convention of develop!!).ents at the United 

Nations. Conference on the Law 0£ the Sea was approved by tho Consultative 

Meeting, such study should also deal with the question of procedures .fc;,r the 

effective application of the Convention in accordance with i\rticle VII(;). 
The Meeting, nfter consideration of iten 8, agreed to this. 
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8 CONSIDEUATIOll OF TEE REVIEW OF .llll,T;tC:r;ES OF THE COllVENTION IN THE LIGHT OF 
TBE OUTCOME: OF TEE THIRD UNITED NA'fI01'JS CONFERENCE ON THE LAW OF !1IIE SEA 

·s.1" The Ueeting· continued its· c6ns1deration or a proposa.l oy Cana.eta t100e to 

the Fourth Consultative Neetir.g for the review of the London Dumping Convention 
, . . . 

in the light of the recent progress oade by the United Nations Conference on 

the Law of the Sea, 

B.2 The Cana<ii:an delegation proposed to the Meeting that the Secretariat 

prepare a technical study, without reconmendations, of the ioplications for the . .. r•: . , 

. London Dtmping Convention on the draft Convention on the Law of the Sea, 

.(A/CONF.62/vlP,10/Rev.3) of 27 .t..u~st 1980, in p~icula.r on Part XII on the 

Protection and Preservation of the Marine EnviroI1.1Jent, taking into account the 

background consideration or this issue set out in doouoent LDC V/8 of 

22 July 1980, This proposal was ·supported by a nUr.1ber of delegations, 

8,3 The United States delegation stated that whilst it is reoosnized that 

considerati. on J:li.ght have to be given to the relationship between the London 

Du:cping Convention ancl a future Law of the Sea Convention, such a Convention 

had not yet been concluded md that, at best, it would be a number of years 

before such a Convention entered into force. That delegation expressed 

concem that such a study was not necessary- and that action on it should be 

de£e:rred at least until the Law of the Sea Convention is signed, and :f.'omal 

action should not be taken until it comes intQ £orce, 

8. 4 · Other delegations, lthile recognizing that it would be premature to take 

formal action before final decisions had been taken at UNCLOS, considered that 

it would be useful to consider the likely inplicationa ... even if' at this stage, 

only in an infornal wa:y. 

8,5 After discussion, the Heating agr~ed,:that the -study proposed by the 

Canadian delegation be undertaken by the Sec:l'.'etariat and that it be circulated 

to Contracting Perties in advance c;,f j;~ Sixth Cons.ul tati_ye Meeti11g. The 

Contracting Parties should. assist -the preparation of_this · study on th~ . · 

relationship between the London Duoping Convention al}d Ul~CLOS and suboi t their 

coI!lCents to the Secretariat by 31 March . 1981. The l"Ieeting further ag.:-eed that . ' ' , .. - . . . 
this subject should be included in the .L\genda for the Sixth.Consultative 

Meeting. · · 
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9 RELATIOl~S wrm OTHER oRC.iiNIZA'l'IONS'. 

IM on tbo Soiontific 
ll.s 

9.1 The Meeting had before it doounent LDC V/9, which describes the otitcooe of 

the eleventh session of GESllMP. 

9. 2 The_ . Meet~g no~ed with satisf'action that GESi'J1P had cet up a. Working Group 

to review .and, if necessary, develop further sci~ntific criteria f'or the 

selection of sites for the dispooal of wastes nt sea. This t:iey be l~ter 

expanded to the developoent of guidelines for identifying areas particula:rly . . \ , 

sensitive to wine pollution from different sources, including duoping. 
,,·, : 

9. 3 The Meeting was inform.ed that the ReJ)o~ 01:1 the Review of the Heal th of 

the Ocoans, uhich is envisaged to be published by the end of 1981 in the 

GESMII? R~ports and Studies series, will be available to Cont:ractiilG' Parties 

upon requet?t• 

9,4 The m~eting noted that GESi'JvlP had agreed to establish a Harking Group 

which will review the state <4, knowledge of_pathwa;ys by which radioactive 

substances froo a deep-ocean dumping:, site oay reach ~ and that . the GESl!.MP 

Working Group will be asked to recoI:IDend the oos.t appropriate oceanographic 

node 1.. £or predicting the . _dispersion af pollu~~ts fror.1 the deep-ocean floor. 

9.5 The Meeting notei:1. that WHO uas the leM organization in respect of a 

Working Group, established to scientifically evaluate the effects of potentially 

ha.rc.ful substances released into the marine environoent. 

Baltic }~ine Environment Protection Cot:II!lission 

90 6 The !foeting noted that the Convention on the Protection of the Marine 

Envi1'oll£lent of the Bal tic Sea Reat (Holsinki Convention) had entered into force 

and that the f'"i'rst i::ieeting of the Bal tic !mine EnvironI!lent Protection 

c·onmsoion (Heisinki Comr.li.ssion) had.· taken place fron 5 to a May· 1980 

(LDC v/9/1). The, Swedish delegation infomed the Meeting that dumping was 

pj_"6hibited in the B1:1J.tic Sea except -for dredged materials. 

Re~io~ Seas Programe of .. the United Nations Eri_;,ironnent Progrg.µpe (UNEP) 
• I 

9.7 The Meeting took note of a SUI'.lillary of info:roation (LDC V/9/2) :prepared by 

the Secretariat concerning regions for which action plans have boen developed 

or are being developed under the Ul'1EP Regional Seas PrograIJrJ.e. 

9.a It was noted by the Meeting that, in relation to -the 1 .. otion Plan presently 

being developed by UllEP for the East Asian Seas region, IMCO has been identified 
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as lead Agency in regard to a specific proposed draft project entitled 

"Establishnont of Marino Sites for Ul tima.te Dw:lping- of Hazardous Wastes", the 

essential eler.ients of which are aumarized in LDC v/9/2/Add,l, While unabie 

to express a view on the sµbstantive issuos raised by the p.rojeot, which· would 

depend on anuober of factors which could only be appreciated fully by the . 

Governl!lents of countries of the region, the ,following suggestions were Dade as 

to ways in which the proposed project J:lEcy" utilize the knowledge· and experience­

of Contracting Parti~s to the London Dumping Convention: 

,1 visits of officials from the countries of the region may be organized 

to the national authorities of several Contracting Parties to the 

London Duoping Convention in order to obtain an insight into legal, 

administ:rativ~ and scientific aspects of the impleI!lentation of tho 
Convention; 

.2 advisory missions to the region arranged thl:'Ough the IMCO Secretariat. 

Consultanta could bo drawn, as cpproprio.te, fron the roster of experts 

and institutions prepared by the Secretariat for the Second 

Consultative Meeting (LDC II/7 arid LDC II/7/Add,l). 

Oslo Commission 

9,9 In addition to the activities SUI:lillarized by the Secretariat in LDC v/9/3, 
the observer from the Oslo Comr:dssion drew the Meeting1s attention to the first 

q-qi.nquermial review of the Anne::i:es to the Oslo Convention, as a result of which 

the Oslo Cootlission had agreed that no a).'Jendnents should be made to the 1\nnexes 

at the present title, He also ref'erred to the work within t):le Oslo Convention 

on the preparation of' a lecral instrunent controlling incineration at sea and to 

the principles and aethods of the Joint Monitoring Programme which had been 

elaborated and which would in due time give the Oslo and Paris Col!II:liasions on 

indication of the effectiveness of the measures being taken to reduce and 

eliminate lilB.rine pollution in the Convention area. 

10 OTHER I1u.TTERS 

10,l The Meeting was info:t'l!led of progress within the IMCO Sub-Committee on 

Bulk Chemicals (BCR) on the definition of requirenents £or ships engaeed in the 

dumping of wastes and other matter at sea· ('LDC V /11) , The Sub-Comrrl. tteo had 

at its seventh session (24 -to .28 March 1980) agreed that technical guidelines 

should be developed for the safe handling during loading and carriage of certain 
wastes. 
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10. 2 The Secretariat introduced a tabulation of the regulations, guidelines, 

prooedures and criteria·adopted by the Consultative Meetings of Contracti.ng' 

Parties to the Convention (tDC V/11/1) in response to the ~equest made at the 

Fourth Consultative Meeting. Several delegations welcoI!led the Secretariat's 

coopilation and considered that a· comprehensive docUI!lent, containing all the 

texts of regulations, guidelines, procedures and criteria, adoptedbt, 

Consultative Meetings-, would be aost helpful to Contracting Parties and other 

States considering ratification of or accession to the Convention. The United 

States delegation, in supporting the views. already e:-q,reesed, offered to. assist 

the Secretariat in the publication o.! such a docUI!lent. 

10. 3 The observer· from Japan inforoed the Meeting that f'ollowing the expected 

ratification of the Conventi'on· in Novet1ber ·19ao, the· Japanese Government would 

be submitting proposals to dUtlp containerised IJUstard gas in dUI!lping sites to 

be designated off the Japanese coast in accordance with Article V(2) of the 

Convention and the interim p~cedures for emergency situations related to 

dUI:lping of .rum.ex I raaterials (LDC I/16, Annex 'III)~ . Further deta.ila of the 

proposals, when received by the Secretariat, will be circulated to Contracting 

Parties. The USSR delegation stated that prior consultation should be nade 

for such emergency dUDping with any other country or countries that are likely 

to be- affected, 

ib.4 The observer of the International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH) 

introdu~ed a do·oUI!lent (LDC V/11/2) r~ferring to matters related to the disposal 

at sea of dredged material. It was pointed out that.the I.Al?H would welcone 

clarification of certain matters of both a teohnicai and administrative nature, 

in p~ticular i~ 'relation to the_ application of the term "trace contaminants" 

of Annex I substances to dredged material. Several delegations pointed out · 

that the matters raised covereda, number of administrative as well as t ·echnical 

issues. Some delegations pointed out that their interpretation of the 

Convention differed from that put forward by the I.APR in certain respects. 

The oajority of delegations agreed, however, that the technical matters raised 

should be considered by. the Ad Hoc Scientific Group in the light of infomation 

to be supplied by the . I.APH on possible ~easures to reduce the environmental 

irapact of the disposal of dredged material at sea. 

10. 5 The Meeting further· ~eed to consider ad.I!dnis'trati ve matters at the 

Sixth Consultative Meeting, Contracting Parties were invited to study these 

questions intersessionally and to submit any col!II!lents they may have prior to 

the Sixth Consultative Meeting. 
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11 FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

Review of the Action Plan 

11.1 The Meeting took note of the updated Action Plan for the Consultative 

Meeting prepared by the Secretariat (LDC v/10, Annex), It was emphasized that 

the Action Plan will have to be revised in the light of progress at each 

Consultative Meeting. The Meeting decided that Contracting Parties should 

submit cooments on the Action Plan to the Secretariat which would prepare an 

updated Action Plan. 

Items to be included in the Agenda. for the next Consulta.tive Meeting 

11.2 The Meeting considered and agreed on substantive items to be included 

in the Agendas for the Sixth Consultative Meeting and the fifth session of the 

Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping as shown in Annex 9 hereto. 

Dates of next meetings 

11.3 The Meeting noted that the Sixth Consultative Meeting had been tentatively 

scheduled for 5 to 9 October 1981. With regard to the fifth session of the 

Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dttmping, the Canadian delegation offered to host 

the aeeting in March/April 1981. The Meeting accepted this offer with 

appreciation. The Notherlm1ds delegation expressed the view that future 

Consultative Meetings, if the Agenda permits, might be reduced to four dccy-s. 

Future activities relating to co-operation with regional agreeoents on the 
prevention of tiarine pollution by dULlpiM 

11.4 A nember of the United Kingdom delegation, in his role as the Chai:.:rilan 0£ 

the Oslo CoD0ission reminded the Consultative Meeting that the number of regional 

agreeoents on the prevention of narine pollution by dumping was growing. 

Unless there was close co-operation bet\':een the various organizations there 

was a danger of duplication of work and delegations actively participating in 

r.1ore than one agreement might eventually find it difficult to meet all their 

separate commitoents. The I!lembers of the Oslo Cor:n::lission intended to consider 

relationships between their Convention and others in the field of marine 

pollution and it mig.~t be appropriate for representatives of regional agreenents 

to discuss these matters with representatives from the Contracting Parties to 

the London DuLlping Convention in due course. 

11.5 The Meeting a.greed that such discussions would be useful and requested 

the Secj;'etary-General to explore the possibility of hold.ing such a meeting. 
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ANNEX 1 

AGENDA FOR THE FIFFH CONSULTATIVE MEETING 

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

LDC V/1 
LDC V/1/1 
LDC V/1/2 
LDC V/1/3 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 

2 Status of the London Dumping Convention 

WC V/2 - Secretariat 

3 Procedures for the consideration and adoption of amendments 
to the London Dumping Co~vention 

LDC V/3 
me v/3/1 
me vfeP.3 

Chile 
- Federal Republic of Germany 
- Secretariat 

4 Report of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping 

LDC V/4 
me v/4/1 
LDC V/4/2 
me v/4/2/Add.l 
LDC VjwP.4 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- Se.creta.riat 
- Secretariat 
- Canada and United States 

5 Consideration of amendments to the London Dumping Convention 

LDC V/5 
me vjWP.2 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 

6 Matters related to the dumping of radioactive wastes at sea 

me v/6 
me v/6/Add.l 
me v/6/1 
me V/INF.2 
me vjwP.1 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- OECD/NEA 
- IAEA 

United States 
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7 Procedures for the effective application of the Convention 
in accordance with Article VII(;) of the Convention 

LDC V/7 - Secretariat 

8 Consideration of the review of Articles of the Convention in the light of 
the outcome of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 

LDC v/a - Secretariat 

9 Relations with other organizations 

LDC V/9 - Secretariat 
LDC V/9/1 - Secretari~t 
LDC V/9/2 . - Secretariat 
LDC V/9/2/Add.l Secretariat 
LDC V/9/3 - S.ecretaria.t 

10 Future work programme and date of next session 

LDC V/10 - Secretariat 

11 Any other business 

LDC V/11 - Secretariat 
LDC V/11/1 - Secretariat 
LDC V/11/2 - IAPH 

12 Consideration and adoption of the report 

LDC V/WJ?.5 - Secretariat 
LDC V/vlP.5/Add.l - Secretariat 
WC V/12 - Report 
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:RESOLUTION LDC Rea.9(V) 

PROCEDUBES FOR THE CIRCULATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
TO THE LONDON DUMPING CONVENTION 

THE FIFTH CONSULTATIVE MEETING, 

NOTING that Article X!v of the Convention on the Prevention of' Marine 

Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter prescribing procedures for 

amending the Convention does not establish a period !'o2;.circulation of 

proposed amendments to Contracting Parties prior to the consideration of 

the amendments at a Consultative or Special Me§tµig, 

RECOGNIZmG the need that any proposed amendment to the Convention 

should be circulated to Contracting Pa:Ilties well in advance of a Consultative 

or Special Meeting to enable them to give thorough consideration to such 

proposed amendment within their administrations, 

REC.ALLING Resolution LDC Ree.lO(V) by which the Fifth Consultative Meeting 

adopted a procedure for the preparation and consideration of amendments to 

Annexes to the London Dumping Convention, 

ADOPTS procedures for the circulation of proposed amendments to the 

Convention and its Annexes in accordance with Article X!v as follows: 

(a) Any amendment to the Convention proposed by a Contracting Party 

and transmitted to the Secretary-General of the Organization, 

shall be circulated to all Contracting Parties at least six months 

prior to its consideration by a Consultative or Special Meeting 

in accordance with Article X!v(l)(a); 

(b) Any amendment to the Annexes to the Convention proposed by a 

Contracting Party and transmitted to the Secretary-General, 

shall be circulated to all Contracting Farties at least three 

months prior to its consideration by a Consultative or Special 

Meeting in accordance with Article X!v(2), 

RESOLVES to consider at a future Consultative or Special Meeting amend­

ments to Article X!v(l)(a) and X!v(2) incorporating the above procedures, 

INVITES Contracting Farties to implement the above procedures pending tha 

adoption and entry into force of the above-mentioned amendments to the Convention. 

it-ff 



) 

) 

LDC V/12 

ANNEX 3 

BESOLUTION LDC Res.lO(V) 

PROCEDURE FOR l?BEPARATION AND CONSIDERATION OF AMiilNDMElNTS !l.1Q 
. .ANNEXES TO THE LONDON D~mG CONVENTION 

TEE Firm CONSULTATIVE MEEn'ING, 

NOTmG Articla µv(4)(a) and (b) o:f the Convention on the Prevention o:f 

Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes end Other Matter concerning the :function 
. . . 

of the Consultative Meeting on the review and adoption of amendments to 

Annexes to the Convention in' collaboration with an appropriate scientific 
body, 

REDOGNIZmG that, whilst .Annexes to the Convention mey ·noed to be amended 
. .. ,. . . . 

from time to time, ea.ch Contracting Party :requires sufficient time to consider 
. . 

both the implications and the detailed wording o:f any proposed amendment, 

RECOGNIZmG FURTHER that frequent amendments to annexes may cause 

prooedural and administrative diffieul.tiee for Contracting Parties in 
accepting and implementing euch amendments, 

.ADOPTS the procedure for the preparation and consideration of amendments 

to .Annexes tc ·the Convention as set out in the Annex to this Resolution, 

INVITES Contracting Parties to implement the above procedure. 
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. ANNEX 

PROCEDURE FOR PREP.aRATION .ll.ND CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS 
:00 THE ANNEXES TO THE LONDON DUMPING CONVENTIO?t 

l .Any amendment to an .Annex to the Convention proposed by a Contracting 

Party will be referred to the Ad Hoc Scientif'io Group (or any other eppropriate 

Expert Group) for coneid~ration from a scientific point of view. 

2 The Ad Hoc Scientific Group (or any other appropriate Expert Group). will 

bring forward to a Consultative Meeting for consideration any proposed amend­

ment it rega:r:ds as desirable .from a scientific point of view. 

; Jmy proposed amendment which will be brought forwo.:rd to a Consultative . , 

Meeting £or c9~sideration shall be circulated to all Con~racting Parties at 

least three months prior to the Consultative Meeting. 

4 Any Consultative Meeting may approve an amendment to the Annexes to the 

Conv9ntion in principle by a two-thirds majority and designate a future 
• , I • • 

Consultative Meeting at which the amendment will be considered with a view 

to formal adoption. 

5 . When an amendment has been adopted in principle, the Secretary-General 

shall circulate the amendment to all Contracting Parties: 

.l notifying them of the designated Consultative Meeting at which the 

amendment will be considered with a view to foxmal adoption; 

.2 inviting them to implement the amendment on a voluntary basis; and ) 

.3 requesting them to indicate in writing if they do not expect to be 

in a position to adopt the amendment at the designated Consultative 

Meeting. 

6 In general designated Consultative Meetings for formal adoption of 

amendments should not be scheduled more frequently than every third year. 

7 In exceptional circumsta.ncea any Consultative Meeting may, if it regards 

such action as urgent, consider the immediate formal adoption of proposed 

amendments submitted in accordance with paragraph 3 above. 
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ANNEX 4 

PRQQWURE-- ImHOD OF Jl..i:>pROAClI FOR ·PREPARING . AND MAINTAnmm 
A LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUllST.ul:TCES OR GROUPS OF SUBSTANCES 

• • I • • ~ • • • 

l _ _ .. ~e ste:p~ .~<:> .b~ taken _ by th_e J.d Hoo Sci~tifio <:r:t'oup. on Dumping and 
. ~ . . . 

proposed to the Consultative Meeting oonoe:rn~ the _Li~t of Hazardous 

Substanoee or Groupe of Substances a.re as follows: 

.1 Initial actions should include: 

.1.1 the conside:t"ation of proposals and supporting ocientific . . - . . . . . 

doC'Uillentation submitted by Contracting Parties directly 

or through a Consultative Meeting; and. 
.1.2 the preparation of irLi.tial comments £or consideration~t the 

ne::ct Consultative 11eeting; and o.lso 

.2 to in'tite Consultative Heet~s to take the following action: 
. . 

.2.1 to note the submissions and oo!lllllents prepared by the 
Ad Hoo Group; and 

.2.2 after detailed consideration, to request the Secretariat 

to transmit to the Contracting Parties the submissions, 

comments t.:llld the outcome of any considera.tions, as1'"..ing them 

to provide additional information and further comments, 

2 Further aotion to be taken by the Consultative Meeting and its Ad lloo 

Group are proposed ns follows: 

.1 T};e Ad Hoc Group \·Till be requested to: 

.1.1 re-..riew o.11 docume11tation, additional proposals, o.s uell a.a 

nny comme?ts aubmi tted by Contro.cting Parties to the 

SecretOJ:"ict in rosponse to 1.2.2 above; 

.1.2 consider carefully each submission and in a oe.se by case 

study decide whether the oubstc.noes or group of oubsto.ncoo 

should be: 

.1.2.1 proposed for inclusion in the List of Hn.zo.rdous 

Substc.noes; 

.1.2.2 deleted from the List of Hn.znrdous Substances; 
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.1.2.3 given further ooru:Jide:ra.tion before propasing 

incluaion in tho Lirit; ro: 

.1.2.4 dropped from further oonsidero.tion; o.nd 
.. 

• 1.3 prepare o. report on the outcome of the above conaidoro.tion 

to the Consuito.tive Meeting • 

• 2 The Consultative Meeting should be invited to: 

.2.1 consider the report and recommendations, if n.ny, mado by 

the Ad .Hoc Group ·with o. view to appro~l; o.nd 

.2.2 re~ueot tho Secretariat to circulate any decisions w.de on 

this mo.tter. 

3 The follow-up notion of tho .lui Hoc Group should include the following: 

.l keeping the Liot of HD.zardous Substances under continuing review; nnd 

.2 report to the Consultative Meeting on propose.la concerning the 

addition to or deletion from the List of Substll-nces uhich have 

been oubnittcd by Contmcting PCJ:'ties. 
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1.1 Under Article V(2), a Contracting Party ma.y issue a special permit for the 

dumping of wastes or other matter listed in Annex I in emergencies posing an 
unacceptable risk relating to human health and admitting no other feasible .. . 
solution. Before doing so the Contracting Party is obliged to consult e.ny 

other. country or countries that a.re lilcely to be affected and the Organization 

which, a.i'ter consulting other Contracting Parties and international 

) organizations as appropria:te, shall, _in acc9rdance with Article XIV promptly 

recommend to the Contracting Party the most appropriate measurea to adopt. 

1.2 In this connexion Article XIV(4)(e) states that Contracting ?erti ea ma.y 

develop or adopt, in consultation with appropriate intemational orgrutlzations, 

procedures referred to in Articio V(2) including: 

• l basic c:ri teria. for determining e:~oeptiona.l or emergency 

situations; and 

-.2. procedures for consultative advice and safe disposal of mntter 

in such circumstnnces, including the designation of appropriate 

dumping areas. 

2 .ACTIOM REQ,UIRED TO Il-IPLEMENT ARTICLE V( 2) 

) 2.1 In the implementation of the above provisions· the following sequenoe of 

aetions can be envisaged: 

.l In order to decide thct e.n emergency does in fa.ct eJcist, tho 
. . 

Contracting Party proposing to issue a. permit for the dumping a.t 
sea of ·.L\nne:ic I matoriela would: 

.l.l investigo.to the situation to decide whether or not it 
poses an unacceptable rislc relating to human heal th; and 

.1.2 investigat e possi ble alteniative methods of dis)?Osnl in 

order to decide that no feasible solution other than dumpinG' 

at sea can be found. 
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.2 Having decided that d.iepocal. at sen is necessary, the Cont:ro.cting 

Party concerned would: 

.2.1 consult with other countries tho.t mn.y be affected; and 

.2.2 consult with the Orgo.nization for recommendations as to 

th~ most a.pproprio.te. proceduros to adopt • 

• 3 Upon boing informed of the si1amtiori·, the Organizo.tion would: 

.3.1 consult with oth~r Parties; 

.3.2 consult .wit}:l other appropria.to·interna.tional organizations; and 

.;.3 decldo upon and promptly recoI!!I!l.ond to the Contrc..cting Pa:rty the 

most appropriate procedures to adopt • 

• 4 In issuing the special permit for the dumping operation the Contracting 

Party oonoorned would: 

.4.1 follow the O~ganizntion's rooommendations to the ma::~um 

extent feasible consistent with the time within which e.otion 

must be ta.ken and with the· general obligation ~o a.void da.me.ge 

to the marine enviro:n.I!lont; and 

.4.2 inform tho Organization of the action taken. 

2.2 For Contracting Parties being also Contracting Pc..rties to a regional 

agreement on tho prevention of mn.rine pollution of dumping a consultation 

procedure adopted within toot regionnl agreement mAY be substituted for the 

above procedures prov~~od _tho.t it is consistent with tho require1:1ents set out 

below. The Secret~io.t of the regional agreement will immediately submit ony 

information on emergency situ.at ions to the Organization, which will then f ollol-T, 

o.s necessary o.nd appropriate, the procedures developed within the frc.tiework 

of the London Dumping Convention told.Ilg into account the procedure being 

followed undor the regionnl o.greenent. 

3 ACTION BY THE Pi'..RTY . CO~TCE:rlllIID 

3.1 Assensnent of the Th!.ergoncy Situation 

3.1.1 W~th reference ~o parag:rap4 2.1.1 above, it is apparent that when an 

emergency situation involving .An.ne]r I materials occurs, the first step to be 

taken by the Contracting Party is to a.seese the risk to human heal th. Such 

assessment should include tho :f'ollou5.ng fnctors: 

) 
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.1.1 . type including chemical composition or material involved; 

. • l.2 location and cause or release; 

.1.3 amount lost into the environmont; and 

.1.4 potentio.l for further relense and expected rll,te • 

• 2 The risks relating to humen health with regard to: 

.2.1 toxicity to lmmo.n life: 

- by inhalation 

- by ingestion 

- by skin absorption; 

method of contact: 

- direct contact with material 
- wo.ter supply 

- food sources; 

.2.3 the impact on health of present and future generations: 

- chronic toxicity 

- ca:rcinogenic, teratogenic and metagenic properties 
of the·:materia.l 

~ potential for causing-long-term effects. 

3.1.2 The feasibility of disposal o.t sea should only be considered by tho 

) Contracting Po.rty a.i'ter an evaluntion of altemative methods of disposal, 

tald.ng in.to account the following factors: 

.1 Alternatives to be considered including costs as follows: 

.1.1 land fill and. soil dispaaal; 

.1.2 well injection; 

.1.3 incinero.tion on land or at sea; 

.1.4 reclamation and recycling; 

.1.5 biological, chemical or physical treatment; 

.1.6 storage; 

.1.7 partial treatment prior to ocean disposal. 
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,2 The assessment of environmental impact of eaoh.alterno.ti11e1 

,2.1 adverse environmental effects of alternative actions; 

.2.2 impact on living o.nd non-living Jl)B.rine resourcea,.nnvigo.tion, 

reorootion and other uoes of thfJ ooeo.n; and 

.2.3 evaluation to determine which ~lterno.tive ~s lee.st overall 

environmental impc.ot. 

,3 The disposal site designation and monitoring: 
.. .. .. . 

• 3.1 physical, chemical o.nd biological inf'ormation relnting ·to tho 

proposed dump site; 

,3,2 propased method of release of mri.terial at the site; 

.3,3 proposed times a.nd datea of dispasal; and 

.3.4 monitoring to assess the impact of the material on the 

marine environment. 

3,2 Consultation with other cauntriea which may be affected 

3.2.1 With reference to paragrn.ph 2.1.2.1 above, once it has been doterminod 

thnt an unaocept~ble risk to humc.n health exists e.nd that .ocean disposal is 

the only feasible solution the Contracting Party should consult with other 

countriea which may be affected. All the signifioant information used in 

making the determination, listed in para.grn.ph 3,1.l above, should be provided 

and include: 

1 1 type inoluding ohemioe.1 composition of ma.te:cial; 

.2 amotn'lt of material to be dUI!lped, location of disposal site and 

dates of disposal; 

,3 risk to human health; 

.4 adverse impact on the ma.:t'ine environl!lent; 

,5 alterr.c.tives considered; 

.6 potenti~l impnot of ~otion on other countries; 

.7 proposed actions to minimize potential adve~se impo.cta; end 

.8 proposed monitoring progro.IDOe to determine impact. 

) 
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3.3.1 With reference to 2.1.2~2 cbove, the informo.tion provided to the 

Orgo.nizo.tion initially by the Contracting Party proPosing duo.ping will be 

dependent ui>on the urgency of the emergency situation. ·As a t:linimum tho 

intomation-provided to . other countries (paragraph 3.2 above) should be 

submitted to the Organization and also incrlud.e: 

.1 countries the Po.rty ho.s·oonsulted with; 

.2 recOIIIIlenda.tions of the other countries; 

.3 extent to which the reoocmendo.tions rove been adopted. 

) 3.3.2 In addition, the Contr.,,,cting Po.rty should subait to the Orgc.1li.u:.tion c.11 

significo.~t information mentioned in paragraph 3.1.1 above. 

) 

4 LOTION TO :BE TAKEN BY THE 9RGlilITZATIOJ:-T 

4.1 ConsultD.tion within the Orgnnizction 

4.1.1 In inplomentation of pn:ro.gro.ph 2.1.3 above the C)rganizo.tion mght 

undertake c. sufficient review of the submissions by the Contracting Party to 

ensure tho.tit has done the following: 

.1 demonstrated an un:reo.sonable risk to huoan health; 

.2 evo.luated other alterno.tives and found no other feasible solution; 

• 3 ~voided daaage to the Ilk"'..r:i.ne environment to the maximuIJ oxtent 

:possible; 

.4 osto.blished procedures to monitor the impact of the propc,Dod cction; 

and 

.5 consulted with other countries thc.t m.y be affected and 

incorporated thoir r~conmendations into the proposed a~tion. 

4.1.2 If the Organization finds th::l.t further review o.nd ruui.lyois is needed, 

tho following o.ction should be ta.ken: 

•. 1 rofer specific questions to appropriate interno.tionD.l orgc.nizo.tions; 

•. 2 C9I1,ault with ot.her Contracting Partieo or _countriec ,-,hich no.y be 

af'f e_o~ed; 

.3 consult with independent experts nominc.tcd by Contracting Parties. 
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4.2 RecoI!II!lendo.tions by the Orgo.nizatio~ ,. 

4.2.1 Tho· O;rgonization should,_ .a.ft~r oonsu+to.tion with other int~rnationo.l 

orgoniz~tions., experts. end Contro.ct~- Pp.rties, recoiilI:lend o.ppro:prio.te 

procedures which shoµld be .. adop~ed by the Contro.oting farty prior . to disposcl.. 

Duo o.ooomit should o.-lso be to.ken of o:ny rocommendationa~made by oountrios·which 

no.y be affected by tho proposed actio~. 

5 BEPORTING :SY THE PARTY ON .ACTION ThKEN 

5.1 The Party should infoi;Ia tho Organizction forthwith of the notion ta.ken 

and any o.dditiono.l fo.cts relating to the disposal of the material. The 
. . .. 

Secretariat should inform o.1i Parties of the omorgoncy situation and actions 

to.ken as soon o.s pr~otioo.ble. 

6 F.ROCEDUBE FOR CONSULTATIOH 

6.1 With a view to fo.oilito.ting oonsulto.tion between Contracting Parties and 

intornationo.l. orgonizo.tions, it would soeo appropriate for eo.ohContro.cting 

Party to desigru:l.te o. speci;fic officer to o.ot o.s o. .!lfooal . point" for alJ 

communioo.tions of this rw.ture.: The Sooretcrio.t would collect the re~uisito 

informntion from Govornmcnts (n0I:1e, designation, address, telephone and 

telex numbers, etc.) and pre~e a cooprehensive list for circulation to oJ.1 

concerned. The Secretcriat l'iould c.lso communicate ·with other orgo.nizo.tions 

ouch ·o.s UNEP, · 1·1HO, FAO, mooco/roc tmd IAEA in order to arrange :for the 

nooim:,tion of o. suitable "focal point" in en.oh case to expedite oonsultc.tiona 

reln.tivo to the Convention. 

6.2 Upcn being informed.by the Contracting Party concerned of the 

oircumato.noes of the emergency sit~tion including the views of other Stntes 

consulted by the Contr~cting Pc.rty, the Socretariot should proceed to ~e 

for consulto.tions with o. view to fomulcting appropriate recorJIJ.endctions. The 

procedure for oonsultction I.light be according to one of the followine' 

o.lterno.tives: 

.1 convening o. Special Meeting of Contracting Parties in cccordo.nce 

with li.rtiole XIV(3)(~) of the Convention to consider the probleo; or 

0
2 osto.bliehing o. ·srollor Pa.."'lel of Contro.cting Po.:irties which could 

be convened or consulted by the Socrota.riat at short notice. 

) 
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6.3 The choico betuoen nlten10.tivos G.2.1 o.nd 6.2.2 o.bove would dopcnd on 

tho tine o.wilo.ble for oonculto.tion. If c. specio.l oeeting is convonod, 

provision for esto.blishing o. socllcr panel might also be m.de for uso in 

urgent co.sos, it being understood thc.t tho racoDDend.ations oode by tlle Panel 

in such ccaes could be reviewed by o.ll Parties o.t the next regular 

Consultative Meeting. 

6.4 It aloo seeos possible tho.t consultation with other i..~te:rno.tion...~l 

orgmrl.zo.tions I!light proceed sicrultaneously with the consultation with other 

Contro.cting Parties, either by the c.ttendonoe of representatives of tho 

orgonizc.tions concerned o.t oeetir.gs of the Parties or by I!lC.king direct 

enquiries on specific questions by telephone or telex a.a ond when required. 

The Contracting Parties might also consider the poaaibility of invitina 

countries likely to bo affected, to be represented at such oecti.ngs during 

cor.sidoration of the proposed dunping. 

6.5 To fo.cilito.te the ocnsidoration of future cases involving ooergoncy 

disposo.l of prohibited substruioes, the Secretarict will aas0t1ble o.nd keep 

on file for ready reference, useful infomation and data relating to linnex I 

substances, pcrticula.rly uith regn.rd to their hazards to humD.n health, living 

marine roaources a."ld amenities, together with inforaa.tion on e.ctu.c.l co.sos 

doo.lt with, including details of nethods of dispoaal adopted, etc. 
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ADl>ITIONS TO THE Ilfi'ER;IM TECHNlCAL GUIDF.LillES ON THE 
CONTROL OF INCINERil.TIOli OF WASTES AND OTHER MATTER 

AT SEA ( LDC IV /12, J.rmex 8) 

~ddition of a section l.A as follows: 

•~ll Al?PROV.AL AND SURVEYS OF THE INCnmRA~ION a!STEM 

lA.l Responsibility of Contracting Parties 

ll.l.l The initial survey of the marine incineration facility referred 

to in Regulation 3 should be tho responsibility 0£ a Contracting Party. 

Subsequent surveys of the oorine incineration facilities should be the 

responsibility of the Contracting Party which conducted the initial 

survey or of a Contracting Party responsible for issuing a permit for 

current operations in consu.li:.a'tion with that Contracting l?arty." 

Addition of a paragraph 3.5.3 as follows: 
I 

113.5.3 The result of the recording devices under Regulation (6 and the 

data recording described in paragraphs 3.5.1 and 3.5.2 above should be 

provided to the Contracting Party which had issued the incineration 

permit. Where more than one Contracting Party had issued a permit for 

one incineration operation, arrangeoents for review of the data should 

be made among th~ Contracting Parties involved." 
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RESOLUTION LDC Res~ll(V) 

EXl?ORT OF WASTES FOR INCINERATION Ji.T SEll. 

THE FIFTH CONSULTATIVE MEETING, 

RECALLING the obligations o! Contracting Parties arising•from the 

London Dwaping Convention and the need to ~prove its iopleoenta~ion, 

N(?TING the incineration activities· o! coµntries not presently 

Contracting Parties to the London Duoping Convention, . 

• NOTING FURTHER that wastes are oeing exported to such countries for 

the purpose of incineration, 

DESIRING that any incineration operation should be conducted in 

accordance with the requirements of Regulations for the Control of 

Incineration of Wastes and Other Matter at Sea adopted by the Third 

Consultative Meeting (Resolution LDC.5(IIJ}) and the Interim Technical 

Guidelines on the Control of Incineration of Wastes and Other Matter at 

Sea (LDC_IV/12, Annex 8), 

RESOLVES that Contracting Parties to the Convention will, to the best 

of their ability, ensure that wastes exported to a non-Contracting Party 

for loading on board a marine incineration facility should be incinerated 

in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations and Interim Technical 

Guidelines on the Control of Incineration of Wastes and Other Matter at Sea. 

) 
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.AMENDMENT OF THE LISTS OF su.BSTM1CE$ CONTAINED IN Mm'.EXES I .AND II 
TO THE LOUDON DUMPING CONVENTION 

THE .E'liTH CONSULTATIVE MEETnm, 

REC.ll.LLING Articlo I of the Convention on the Prevention of Marine 

Pollution by Dumping of We.ates and Other Matter, which provides that Contracting 

Parties shall individually and collectively promote the effective control of 

all sources of pollution of the marine environment, 

NOTING that in accordance with Article X)I of the Convention amendments 

to the lll'lnexes of the Convention shall be based on scientific or teclmical 
considerations, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the proposed amendments to the .lmnexes I and II of the 

Convention and the scientific background material thereto brought forward by 

the Ad Hoc Scientific Working Group on Dumping, 

RECALLING the decision of' the Fourth Consultative Meeting that the 

amendments to the· Annexea I and II to the Convention sho'ul.d be implemented by 

Contracting Parties on a voluntary basis until their formal adoption, 

ADOP.11S the following amendments to the Annexes to the Convention in 
accordance with Article X)l(2) thereof: 

{a) the amendment of paragraph 5 to Annex I; 

{b) the addition of a paragraph F to Annex II, 

the texts of which are set out in the 1..nnex to this Re::1ol11.t1on.; 

ENTRUSTS the Inter-Governmental Mn.ritioe Consultative Organization with 

the task of ensuring, in collaboration with the Governments of France, Spain, 

the Union of Soviet Socia.list Republics and the United Kingdom, that the 

texts of the above amendments are drawn up by l December 1980 in all official 

languages of the Convention with the linguistic consistency in each text, 

which would then become the authentic text of the Annexes to the Convention 

in the English, French, Russian and Spanish languages, 
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RESOLVES that for the purposes of Articl~s XIV(4)(a) and XV(2) of the 

Convention, 1 December 1980 shall be treat~d-~s the date of the adoption of· the 
amendments, 

BEQUESTS the Secretary-General of the Organization to info:m Contracting 
Parties of the above-mentioned amendments. 

ANNEX 

Mffl~S TO ANNEXES TO THE CONVENTION OF THE 
PREVENTION OF ML'\RINE POLLUTION BY DUMPING OF 

WASTES AND OTHER MM'TER 

... 
Pa.ras;ra.ph 5 of .t\nnex I shall be amended as follows, 

115 Crude oil and its wastes, refined petroleum products, petroleum 
distillate residues, a.nd any mixtures containing any of these, taken 

on boa.rd for the purpose of dumping." 

The following para.graph shall be a.d.dod to .Annex IIi 

"F Substances.which, though of a non...;toxic nature, may become 

harmful due to ~he quantities in which they a.re dumped, or which 
a.re liable to seriously reduce amenities. 11 

iHHI-
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.ANNTilX 9 

SUl3ffi'llNTIVE ITEMS TO :BE INCLUDED IN TEE AGENDA FOR THE 
SIXTH CONSULTATIVE MEETING AND FOR THE mrERSESSIONAL 

MEETnm OF TBE AD HOC SCIENTIFIC GROUP ON D~ING 

Sixth Consultative Meeting 
.. }. 

l Report of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping. 

2 Review of the Annexes to the Convention •. 

3 Matters related to the dumping of radioactive wastes at sea. 

4 Consideration of the review of Articles of the Convention in the light of 

the outcome of ttie United Nations Conference o~ the Law of the Sea.. 

5 Relations with other organizations. 

6 Promotion of technical assistance. 

7 Review ·of Annual Reports prepared by the Secretariat. 

8 Development of reporting procedures ·1n accordance with '.Articles VI(3) 

and VII(4). 

J~d Hoc Scien+.i .. f'i.c G1•0up on Du.mping 

l Review of Annexes I and II to the Convention, including: 

(a) further consideration of the inclusion of lead and lead compounds 

in Annex I; 

(b) the def'initian of "significant amounts" based on new proposals; 

(c) consideration of substances to which particular attention should 

be paid, i.e. List of Hazardous Substances; 

(d) the consideration of a list of substances referring to lmnex II, 

paragraph F, and the development of quantitative criteria; 

(e) consideration of the relationship of the .Annexes of the London 

Dumping Convention to those of' other Conventions, and the possible 

need to update the Annexes or List of Hazardous Substances prepared 

within the framework of the London Dumping Convention. 
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2 Review of Annex III and the development of guidelines for ~ta 
interpreto.tj.on, if' approp:riate. · 

3 Development of criteria for the selection of emergency disposal sites, 

4 Review of monitoring activities carried out for the purposes of' the 

Convention. 

5 Inf'ormation on new land-based treatment techniques. 

6 Matters related to incineration a.t sea.. 

7 .Review of foma.ts for notification, 

8 Consideration of the development of monitoring and site selection 

guidelines. 

9 Scientific aspects of disposal of dredged material. 

10 Matters to be included in the report on the f'irst five years ot ·the 

ioplementation of _the Convention. 




